Fred Mitchell Must Have

MITCHELL WORKING
MIRACLE WITH CUBS

Despite ﬂnn: Handicaps, In-
cluding Less of Alexander,
Team Is Doing Great Work.

MERKLE LEADING LEAGUE!

Other Medioere Players Are
Ratting Far Above Nor-
mal Average.

Ay sHOnTAYOP.

Last winter Cbarley Weeghman, bosa ’

of this Chicage (‘ubs, made many rash
satements.  Among them was one that |
la capecisd Urover Olevelanid Alexan~ |
der. dim Vaughn and Phil Douglas
each 'n win thirty games for hin club
this seazon and that Georgs Tyler wou'd |
be depended on to win enough to clineh |
the pennant for the Cubs, |
All of the big predictions made for |
the Cubs came after the club purchased
v Alexander-Killefer battery from )
Philadelphia. But thérs wers other rea.
L}
song why the Cubs wers beund to comn: |
mand respect. mecording to Weeghman. |
and hin defender=.  In Kiliuff it looken
~8 thoogh the clud was to have the
Lddie Colline among National League
sacond basemen. Thin Iittls feliow was
huting around 213 when MceGraw
traided him 1o Chicsgo Iast summer. but |
roon after jolning the Chicago club he
beuan clomting away at a 308 clip,
With young Holocher at short the pair |
were axpacted (o form ane of the lead- -
ing recond base comBinations In the
amn
Then Fred Barber, purchased from !
Raltimore inst =easom for a sum rald to,
lave heen 12,000, wans to put the kick
into the €ub outfield.

Disappointiments a-Plenty,

Mow let us see what has happened
ta tie (Muba sinee last winter, Alexander
wae drafted Into the army afler pitch-
ing three games for the Cubs, of which |
he won two and lost one. I*hil Douglas, |
whe was to be costar with Aleck in the
vighe handed divislon of the pltching
saff, wan operated upon shorily before
the Cubs left for their training camp
‘ant winter and did not appear In lhn|
'ub lincup wntil last Thursday, when he
shut out Philadelphia |

Little Ktiduff got off to o poor @ 41 |
and wa= hitting only around 200 wnen |
» was benched In faver eof Rolllt]

Zelder, while Barber, who hit 352
in  the International League last
swspson, has proved as bad a “bust”
with the Cuba as he did with Wash:
ington several yeara ago. He was hit-
ting .150 for the first week of the nsea-
eon and then was quickly benched.

It might be expected that such dis-
appointments wou!d take all the life
ot of the Cubs and that Miichell's men
would be fNghting with Brooklyn for
tha hottom ahelf in the league.

But not so; a new miracle has been
wrought in Chicago. With practically
the sams tepsn which finished fifth in
the Nationa! League Mmst season with a
olre;nu.l of 401 Mitehell. now Is burn-
ing ‘through the National League and
knocking everything aside. Among those
whom he knocked aside most skiifully
ners the Glants, When the Giants re-
cantly called in Chicago on jheir disas-
t~oiun Western trip the O bowled
ithem over In three straight games.

Veterans Come te Life,

Mitchell must have pumped mome
private tonie into the veterana and maedi-
ocra piavers on his team to make them
art that way, for every player Is batting

s a fend and doing tricks no one|
ever thought him oapable of. Even
such plavers as Chuck Deal and Rolile
Zelder. who have been just hanging on
o big league joba for the last six years
ars piaying grand ball. Thay nre lm-!
portant coga In Mitchell's machine,

Than Fred Merkle, who seemed to be
alipping with the Giants two years ago
Ard was passed up by Brookiyn last
rpring. |8 the real cleanup hero of the
team. He is leading the Natlonal League
with an average close to .380 As
Maskie hit ever ,300 only once In his
'nng career (.309 |n 1812) and has hit
tietrer than .465 only ence since then, a
remarkable transformation must have
mine over MeGraw's former gatekesper.

lLesita Mann, who was Just a fair
hitar with the Braves and on the 1814
world's champlons was used only Against
8t handers, has sufddenly becoms a
terrnr with the mace, Hs is booming
along at & .2356 pace. Tha highest I!lu:n
sver hit in the National League was 273
\ARL meason.

Furthermors we find Dode Paskert,
the alidest activa player In the Natiomal
Teagus in clouting away at .36 average.
i'asicart will be 37 next August, and In
" s twelve year National League carser
ban hit 400 or better only twice. Hince
1717 when e hit .315, his high mark.

¥# Mericle, he, 100, ham risen above
“¢, only once. Truly Moese Mitchell
kax been giving those boys something.

Fven Flack BSurprises.

Max Flack, one of the few Federal
Lesgus developments who hit .28 and
*is far the A'ubs in 18916 and 1717,
rennactively, alse Is dangling around
L0

Vayng Hollacher, the shortstop at-
a'vaq from Pertiand, has been & big
fac'ar In moulding the Chicago com-
hiration. In fact, out in Chicago ‘the
fans mive Hollocher & lot of tha credit
for knitting the new team Logether.
1t 1a painted out that it slways takes &
crack shortstop to make & P
team, and Hollocher has flled the bl
vike & Tinker.

Euen without Alexsander and despite
1he absence of Dongiag from the taam 4
lineup for seven weaks, the Cub @lich-
ing ham been ™AL good. -Vll!l-!l‘ll
7 i*hing the ball of bis life, and T/'er
#1721 bas been doing very gffactive work,
though aeveral of his victories wers due
to the hard hitting bahind him.

Without Alexander and Dougias the
right-handed section of Mitchell's ataff
®an ripped to pleces, byt Claude Hend-
rix, the former Pirate, has made quits
eomeback this spring. and is pitching
his best ball wince 1913, Beveral young-
stern, Weaver, Walker and Carter have
heen  muccessfully jockeyed about by
Mitrhell, and they have rounded out the
maff. PBut with Dougias fit for serv.
i~e, Mitehell will have the best pitching
staff in the lemgue.

Cubs Mere Thisc Week.
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Have Fed C_ubs Raw Meat, As Mediocre Players Are Acting Like Chance’s Old Machine®

L Men Who Are Prominent in Keeping Cubs i Thick of National League Pennant Race

\ Fred Merkle

married, has recently been teatisferred |

from Class & to Class 1, and told Lo keep
himsel! in readiness for service. Kille-
fer's goinz might hit the club even
harder than the departure of Alexander,
s the Reindesr has been given muech
of the vredit for the fins work b the
Chicago nlichers this raring, 7 8 qar-
derdd into service (t will leave Uhicago
with only WFarrell, A green Kid catieher,
who jolued the club Inte Inst fall Rowdy
Filliott, ths teuma’ athier catener, already
hax enilsted in the navy,

No matter what, the Cubs da from new
on and wasther or not they biow, they
deserve n ot of thanks for making
race ou! of the National League

SYSTEM OF MORAL
SUASION A FAILURE

I“‘rl;:hl Tried to Govern Play-

ers by Kindiy Methods, but
Withont Sueeeas,

By CHARLES F, MATHINON,
Tn the history of major leaius bnre-

attempted to govern hism players through
moral ruasion, and If his recocd In tha
pennant races during the ten sears he
was 'n control of the Philadelphia tsam

can be mecepted as trustwortiiy evidence |

hin syatem was a fallure

TU'nauestionably Harry Wright jeft he.
hind him a recorid of Kindliness and for-
bearance never equalled by any man-
ager, and the memory of the man'e
admirable dispesition will outlive and
overshadow hiz fallure to get closer to
A champoinship than recond poxltfon in
the ten syears from 1884 to )IK83 (n-
clusive.

Three times his teagn fAnished third.
four timex he was fourth, ouce he was
sixth and ence lpst,

Revond doult Marre Wright was as
eager ta witt the pennant as anby ran-

AEer in the game, hut through that '
decade of faillure he mantaired the

same mild demeannr that charactesizad
him from the time he Arst entered the
game,

Although the Philadeiphinns falled in
reach the top by *he rarrowes: mars™

vear after vear, Wright refused th sm- |

ploy the brusque methods that nere
used hy more succesaful managers (n
the treatment of plavers

Flended With Players.

True, he plaaded and argued with his
players and urged them to mend their

ways and give thelr bemt services (o
the club, yet It I» not on record that
Wright ever Nned a player or subjected

one to severd discipline.

It eannnt be denied that many of the

men on his team took mdvantage of hl
saaygoing dleposition and that the pen-

ter Wd Delehant:.
But he alap had g collaction of cutups
like Jimmy Fogarty. George Wood, Joe

Mulvey and others who were exceedingly
lively hoth on and off the fleld,

Freveding hs .neumbeacy nof the

Philade!phia managerial berth Wright
handed the Boston team for six vears |
and captured two pennants, 1877 and
1IRTE.

He also was the manager. fecretary

and centre fielder of tha Roston team
that won the pennant of the Natlonal
Asnociation four succeasive years, from

1572 to 1875 Incluslve. )
However. tha conditionas were econsid-

erably different In those dayva and tha
true test of Wright's system was In
Philadelphia. Compared to the driving
plan of Anson, Chance and MoGraw,
Wright's m’olhbdl were insffoctive.

Anson & Taskmaster.
Anson, under whowse autocratic rule the

Chicago team won peanants in 1880,
1881, 1832, 1885 and 1686, was a task-
master of the unylelding sort, and he
visited swift punishment on offenders
againet club rules,

He nalso verbally castigated those

gulity of misplays, sither of commission
or omismion, and was cordially dialfked
by thoss on the teanf He also was
feared by all sxcept posaibly Mike Kelly,
who cringed to neither man mor demon.

¥rank Chance, the Pesrless Leader,

who later succesded to the command of
the Chicago team, aleo wan & hard mas-
ter. Chance usually started & season by
calling the players te a conference and
sssuring them he was thelr master
the matter of cal conteat and that
if they did not ball to suit him he
would chastise Lhe delinquents. He fre-
quently carried out his threats.

The only player on Chance's team who
Evers,

di4 net fear him was Johnny
who sarcastically flouted the Peeriess
Laader on the fleld during games.

CTlance Weon Feoaur Fiage.
Chance's roughahod methods resulted

in pennants for Chicago In 1908, 1907,
1908 and 1919,

John MeGraw, uhder whose manage-

went the New York club has won six

nte—1004, 1905, 1011, 1913, 1913,
#i1—alno ia of the driving type of

manager. His u::‘l.nuﬂ. of the players

HENDRIX

'FOOTBALL MAYGO

— BRCAUSE OF WAR.

ball enly one manager. Harry Wrignt. |

Plan to Aholish College

= |

Hodd written a Ietter

insulserdinatlon

the Mecon of all blg leagus players

and 'n fact nearly
disciplinarians
omploys guiet meth-
lems miricl Iin the en-

while Connte Marck
pds lie 18 uone the
forcemen: of rules

hasa increasal

CHIEF MEYERS IS LEADING
BATSMAN OF INTERNATIONAL .

Uhief Meyern,
| Syperba, in lealing the New
Honal League in batting.
im catching for

tons of the most liknble men cnnnrl'h-fli
He radisted genlality |
1]

Lelrcumstances that would hayve
of temper frnmi

o the iovermmeni

e e o
mare successfyl Mayer art Myl

tetontegiate ot ilet
Wright nn Englishman, The Chief, won
Buffala under the
mEement of Lionka Wiltse the okl tjiant
. pltcher, (o hitting for an saveraze of Ji6
B f'lm"m'] Neeves of Mochester s hitting
has plaved in on v a dozen pemes
| ne mEainat teentyescven for
| Bruggy, the Newaik eatho

|I Mevers with 556

e Wright was an
'hut ramie 1o Amerlcn early in Hife and |

nant chances of the tesm suffered In (he and his brother

Also it cannot be denled |
that Wright had some excellent material ;
on hin teams. Including the terrific hit-,

i gussenger amd Paliman ratles
I e Yie RILINE

Both were atiracted by

ball and app!ed themuelven to o practiceal

atudy of the American usionnl game
Wright first managed the famous 'in.

that cluh went through the searor with- | ypo Felongs to the Brooklyn ¢ 'lun

has wou &x gymes
tervermit, the Knglewaod lad, whao |»
g for Ringha ntor
RORE | gime  club,

eaca have won four games

mterc slleginie athle
Irving Jorerr it
Plicrhing Mecornis

irchier amal lub

Genrge went to Hoston in 1871
noted  plas ers

Gingras of tha

BELGIANS TURN TABLES.

Sew Yorl Seccers hs

leeaniard and othera
Association penuatt four | ayernges
duplicated by a TRHEN 4
his L Louls HBrowns of the American
Arsnciation heminning 1884

After the organization of the Natlonal
Lengue in 1878 Wright was the managsr
of the Hoston team
also handis Providence for
and from therd went {o Philadelphin,
his retirement

x

b L

ruggs
Kay. Binghamion
Bmith, Rochester

dovgounT

"8y

As manager of
Philndelphia the Natiooal League named
him chictf of umpires

BAT AND BALL DAY
AT POLO GROUNDS

Giants and Cubs to Play for
und on Twesday.

Peraons in this city who are intsrested
In the Clark GriMth Bat and il Fand
which provides bata, halls, uniforms and
sverything else necessury for our soidlers
to play bassball will have a chance te
caniribute at the game to be played next
Tuenday hatween (hicago and New York
at tha Polo Grounds. Twernty-five per
cemt, of tha recelpts of the home club
will go for bats and halls and In addi-
tian to that President Hempstead has
docided to let the future ball players
comtribule their mite if they care to do
80 by providing & separste 10 cent mec-
tion for the schoel childrem.

Each of them will be admitted for 10
rents, § cents of which will go Lo the bat
and ball fund and 1 cent to the United
Rtates for war tax,
for school children will he numbern ane
and two and the city police will get Lhe
children in line extending to the norih
and up Eighth avenue.
dren's tinkets will be mnld at the Bpeed-
way or at the upper Eighth avenue ens
trance.
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The Aurora Cubs, 8 13 ta 14 tears oid
team, would 'ke 1o henr from ianms wish.
to book games Auring June and
Address all communieations 1o A, Racgls,
A48 Fant Elghty-seventh stieci, New York
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CINUINNATI SEHEWRY GAME,

No school ehil-

hiok n good atir
tn nffer n syitnbie guarnnt
commuileations
Fariy-third sireet, Now York cliy,

Sundnyn open up to June 30
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Addrsas ¥ Anthony, 313
N

Kells, 221 West [third in the Nuattonal League wounll ke
0 Sumday game with some [eam
e LTERT New York
when the Reda have an open diate
seeking the attraction should communi-
Business Manager Hancroft
of the team, in Brookiyn next Tuesday.

the wvarious foris
around New York city will be present
in forca with thelr bands. and in addl-
tion there will be delegations from the

The Riverdale baseby ) tsam wou 4 1
tremia Averaging
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wrm Al all teame of like calihre
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Takes Lead
Among National Hitters

Former Giant Batting at a .374 Clip for Cubs—Babe .
Ruth of Red Sox Falls Off 58 Points, but
Still Tops American Lzague.

Pred Merhie, former Glant Arst bases  runnerup in the National League. while

man ard now (he bigrest gun in the vie-  Ularence Walker of the Athletica in secr § )

ond in the American Leugue,
Hnry f | v ul »

tory: drive ofi the thieagn utis, has: de Honry Kauff leads the Giant regilars
posed Red Smith of the Braves o= deads | wiih an average of 845, e |8 fourth
Ing hitier of the Natlonal League Prod  among the National rvegulars. Otherd

I boonilug nlong Bt & AT4 clip. Hlees  Glants hitting  above 300 are  Jim 4y

Btt'ng back Into the game Habe Tath  Thorpe, hitting (333, and Young, hitting
of the Hed Hox has koocked out four | 318
more homers, but his batting average Fran% Taker lpads the Yankees with

wax fallen o from 11K 12 365, Iaboe, | 852 and ranks thisd among American

fowever, st topt the Amerivan Loaguo | Leagne hitters and s only 12 points
hitters.  Larves Doyle of the Giants re- | behind the leading Ruth Vien, Just
milpe the nominal leadsr of the No- | over the 300 line with 201, ia the anly
tional League, with an average of 126 other Yank hitting In the 3600 clasa

for 16 gaimes Daubert, hitting 335, Ix Brookiya™

J0 Cariisie Smith of the Hraves is Jone 300 rejwesentative

NATIONAL LEAGUE, &\Illft';\.\' LEAGUE,
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